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In the summer of 2009, the chcwab]c Resources Division at the | as
(Cruces District Office of the Bl M Proposcd to treat ncarly 27,000
acres of creosote invaded grasslands near the West Potrillo mountain
range in southwest Dofia Ana Countg. T his was to be complcted in
three Pl—rascs over 7 years. I rom its inccPtion, this Prczject was a
collaborative effort of the Bl M, the grazing Pcrmittcc, otherfederal and
state government agencies, conservation and sportsman's groups. An
environmental assessment was complctcd in Julg of 2010 and work on the

first of three Phascs of the treatment was slated to begin later that year.

T he overall ob'jcctivc of this Prczjcct is to return Plant comPosition,
distribution, and abundance within vegetative communities targctcd for
treatment, to within the natural range of variabilitg forthe ecological sites

that occur within the Projcct area.

T hanks to PartncrshiP Funcling, as well as additional B] M funds, Funding

was secured to accomplish the entire treatment in 2010. ln Deccmbcr of

'i 2010, 26,3500 acres were treated with the Pc"ctcd herbicide tebuthiuron
on the \West Potrillos grazing allotment. | he livestock operator Mr.
Dudlcy Williams, was able to facilitate all three Phascs of the treatment at
one time bg adjusting his management to allow for recluircd post treatment

growing season deferment for two years Fo"owing treatment.

Long term post treatment monitoring will be accomplished via Partncrshil:)

with the USDA Agricultural Kcscarcl'l Senrvice, Jornada T_:_‘-__xPcrimcntal
Kangc and BLM Vegctativc responses, as well as grass and bird and

small mammal responses will be monitored. |nformation gat hered bg

s

researchers will also be utilized to devcloP a K ~12 science education

module using the Chihuahuan Desert (Grassland restoration theme.

A largc Portion of the West Potrillos (Grassland Restoration Frojcct
occurs within a Wilderness Study Area, rcquiring sPeci{:ic criteria be met

to ensure wilderness qualitics are not advcrscly imPactcd.

T he collaborative effort of all Partics involved was recognizcd bg the New
Mcxico Chaptcr of the Socicty for Rangc Managcmcnt’s 201 1

“:_:_'__xcc”cncc In Rangc Managcmcnt” award.
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West Potrillo Mountains (irassland Restoration Frojcct:
Recipient of the 2011 NM ChaPtcr of the Society for Range Management’s

“I” xcellence in Rangc Managcmcnt” Award

Frojcct lmplcmcntation
s [Tlown Shapcfilc

030 sactnds spray ot asiion soded
20% ovengowy widh commechon spohed

Frojcct Dcsign

r’b -
Inventory_ines

Treatment

Leaveouts

T he West Potrillo Mountains (Grassland R estoration Frojcct is a uniciuc
cxamplc of the Bl M working with several partners, cooperators, and
supporters. Thc kcg individuals, organizations, and agencies that Plagcd a
key role to make this Project a success include:

Bl M Resource SPecia]istS:
Steven | orrez — Wildlife 5io|ogi5t
FI"III Smith — Rangc]and Managemcnt SPccialist
| ane [Hauser - Rangc lmProvcmcnt Coordinator

Ray | ister - Su ervisory Natural Resource SPccialist
] om Fhi”ips - ‘Sﬁjpcrvisorg Recreation/( ultural Spccialist

(Grazing [ermittee - Williams [Family Ranches, | | C, Dudley Williams
NM Quail |nc. - John Moen, President

Dona Ana Soil \Water ( onservation District

New Mexico Association of (_onservation Districts - Ken | _eiting
NM Department of (Game and [Fish ~ at Mathis

USDA ARS Jornada [ xperimental Range:

Brandon Bcste|megcr, Research :_:_'-__cologist
| aura Burkett, Kangc T echnician

NM Wilderness Alliance ~ Nathan Small, C onservation (Coordinator
NM 5tatc Land O{:Ficc - Michacl Quintana, District Kesource Managcr

Williams
Family Ranches LLC
0w v,

New Mexico
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Continuing Partncrships with
research institutions have been
made to conduct long term
vegetation and biocliversity

G monitoring in the treatment area.
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«..Restore New Mexico is much greater than
the sum of its parts. [t's taking a vision and
making it happcn on the grouncl, restoring the
|anc|scapcs that lift our spirits and define our
character.”

[ inda Rundell
State Director
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httP:/ "/ www.blm.gov/ nm/st/en/ Prog/ rcstorc__ncw__mcxico.html
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http://jornada.nmsu.edu/

